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From North Carolina Yearly Meeting-FUM Documents -- June 6, 2015

The proposal below was the third of three “options” developed by a 
group called the “New Committee,” as potential answers to a question 
before the “New Committee,” namely: 
Question #5: What might a restructured or even divided yearly meeting 
look like?

It was discussed at a June 6, 2015 session of the NCYM Representative 
Body. This “option” was NOT approved at the June 6 session, but will be 
considered further at another session on August 1, 2015.

From the NEW COMMITTEE REPORT

Question#5:What might a restructured or even divided yearly meeting 
look like?

Question #5. Option #3: Option Three is to define and approve a 
mechanism for removing meetings from NCYM that do not support the 
theological positions of NCYM as currently expressed in Faith and 
Practice,including "The Richmond Declaration of Faith" and in the 
"Excerpt from George Fox letter to the Governor of Barbados", as well 
as incorporating the approved responses and associated 
recommendations of Questions 1-4 as provided by NCYM in 2014 
Annual Sessions.

Some might describe this as holding meetings accountable to uphold our 
current Faith and Practice directives.

Additional details of Option #3 are: There was a committee approved at 
March 7th Rep Body meeting that consists of the Superintendent, 
NCYM Clerk, Clerk of Ministry and Counsel and Clerk of Executive 
Committee which would work to resolve issues and bring meetings back 
into good standing. The suggestion is that this committee be named "The 
Auditing Committee” for purposes of clarity and start immediately 
addressing meetings that are out of harmony with NCYM and implement 
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the standards of Option 3, question #5 stated above.

Again, the process should start immediately and meetings found out of 
harmony/compliance would be held accountable as described in question 
#4 of the New Committee report and approved at Rep Body on March11, 
2015 at Quaker Lake.

Below are the consequences which would apply to Option 3;

> Members will be removed from any NCYM committees 
temporarily until the next Rep Body meeting when a report will be given 
concerning the meeting.

> Members cannot serve as Representative to Rep Body during this 
process.

> Members must pay non-member fees to all NCYM activities 
during this process.

The "Auditing Committee" will implement these restrictions immediately 
on a temporary basis and report to Executive Committee actions taken. 
These actions will be taken to the next Rep Body meeting, reporting their 
non-compliance and that the meeting does not choose to be in harmony 
with NCYM statements; then Rep Body may release the meeting from 
NCYM. All meetings will be ministered to in order to obtain change so 
that they might comply with the will of NCYM as to theological, 
financial and membership issues. There will be ongoing dialogue 
between the meeting and the Auditing Committee during this process. If 
any meeting which is out of compliance wishes to commit to change and 
come back into compliance, they will be asked to sign a statement of such 
by the pastor, clerk and all members of Ministry and Counsel and be on 
probation for one year with consequences. The Auditing committee will 
monitor this meeting and report to Executive Committee. Compliance to 
question #4 of the New Committee report as to finances will have 
additional requirements, such as past due askings and questions of a 
meeting's reason for not paying. Meetings that are in compliance 
theologically, but can't meet their financial obligations, will be given all 
consideration and help with their situation.
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The Executive Committee will have oversight of the Auditing Committee 
and will support and monitor their actions to keep things moving and 
expedite this process so that other meetings in NCYM that are in 
compliance/harmony will not be wondering if action is going to take 
place.

The faster we resolve these issues the better chance we have in retaining 
the majority of NCYM intact, so we might start to repair our minds and 
hearts to worship Jesus Christ and present the truth to the world at large. 
Addressing meetings that are not in compliance should continue between 
Representative Body sessions, with actions taken as appropriate and 
reported to the subsequent Representative Body for final approval.

The time is now to settle some of our divisions, after some 30 or so years 
we cannot go on arguing these differences among ourselves. Neither side 
is accomplishing anything for Christ by doing this. The Evangelical/
conservative meetings in NCYM cannot compromise our stance because 
of biblical instruction in this area, as we do consider the Holy Bible our 
final authority. We will be glad to bless and release any meeting that sees 
our differences and can anticipate the consequences coming through this 
action, but this has not proven to be the case so far. Thus we have the 
need for consequences to hold meetings accountable and put integrity 
back in NCYM. We must unite in a common belief and truth in order to 
survive, but more importantly we need to be presenting Jesus Christ and 
God's truth to the world at large, bringing in sinners to salvation only 
through Jesus Christ.

Thanks,

Johnny Simmons, Surry Quarter representative to the New Committee 
and representative for Pine Hill Friends to Rep Body.


