A

Step Two:
Fancy Gap Friends Meeting, Fancy Gap VA
New Beginnings
Posted on January 27th, 2015
Here at Fancy Gap, our meeting has a new name. We are
no longer Fancy Gap Friends Fellowship, but are now offi
cially Fancy Gap Monthly Meeting of the Religious [Socie
ty] of Friends. And we also have a new affiliation. After m
any years in North Carolina Yearly Meeting FUM and Frie
nds United Meeting, last summer we left both and are no
w a part of Piedmont Friends Fellowship and Yearly Meeti
ng, and a member meeting of Friends General Conferenc
e.
This was not an easy decision and it was made with a gre
at deal of pain and regret. But their were two issues that
we were simply unable to accept as being in keeping with
Quakerism as we understand it. One has to do with our b
elief in the total equality of all people before God which h
as led us to be a welcoming and affirming fellowship. Bec
ause of that stance , this was not a hypothetical issue. M
embers of our meeting who we love and cherish were hur
t time and time again by the cruel things said to them and
about them. We finally reached the point of saying, enou
gh is enough and determined not to subject these Friend
s to any more of the kind of treatment they had received i
n the past.
The other is our understanding that from the very beginni
ng Quakers rejected any attempt to have a creed or any s
eries of doctrinal propositions imposed upon them. Ther
e are many Friends in our former Yearly Meeting who wer
e quite vocal in their demand that all meetings be subject
to the Richmond Declaration and the Yearly Meeting Faith
and Practice.

It was very clear to us that whether or not Friends agreed
with these documents, no meeting or individual should b
e forced to accept or adhere to them in order to be a part
of a Yearly Meeting. It became increasingly clear to us tha
t this was the direction in which the Yearly Meeting was
moving, and since we appeared to be the ones out of ste
p with that, it was time for us to leave.
We have found the last six months to be a time of refresh
ing and of joy. Our meeting and its ministries to the com
munity are continuing to flourish, largely because our tim
e and energies are now focused on making God?s prese
nce visible to those around us and doing very positive thi
ngs in the world rather than allowing the negativity of so
me Quakers to prevent us from doing the work at hand
- See more at:
http://fancygapfriendsfellowship.com/#sthash.RXE8kxSM.dpuf

